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hands of his enemy. Isperich's successor. Tervel,
was the means of restoring the banished tyrant to
his throne. When Justinian, after several years'
exile, landed in a tiny skiff at the mouths of the
Danube, he found the Bulgarian prince ready to
forget his past animosity and assist his future enter-
prise. Bribed by the promise of the Emperor's
daughter and a fair share of the Imperial treasure,
Tervel, whose dominions extended to the borders
of Thrace, besieged Constantinople and restored its
master. Justinian rewarded his benefactor with a
heap of gold, which the Bulgarian " measured with
his whip," and bestowed upon him the title of Caesar.
But the benefits which he had received soon rankled
in his mind. He again declared war on the Bul-
garians, only to be defeated by them once more. A
few years later we find Tervel concluding a treaty
of peace with the Empire, and relieving Constanti-
nople from the attacks of the Arabs. The last act
of his reign was an attempt to foist another emperor
upon the Byzantines. These facts show that very
soon after their establishment in their new home, the
Bulgarians became a powerful people, whose influence
reached to the Bosphorus. Kormisos, the next of
their princes, of whom history has anything to record,
was, after the monks, the chief object of Constan-
tine V.'s aversion. This Emperor undertook no fewer
than eight campaigns against the Bulgarians, and
erected new fortifications in Thrace for the express
purpose of keeping them in order. Kormisos at
one moment had almost reached Constantinople; at
another he was forced to sue for peace. But he soon